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HEAT EXCHANGER , CABINET FOR TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICES 
AND METHOD OF COOLING ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

Field and background of the invention 

The invention relates to heat transfer technology and pertains to a heat pipe type 
heat exchanger and its use e.g. in the cooling of electronic equipment placed in a 
5 closed space. The invention finds particular utility in the cooling of cabinets of tele- 
communications equipment. 

A so-called heat pipe type heat exchanger comprises a sealed tube inside which 
there is a vacuum and a suitable small amount of liquid, such as water. One end of 
the tube, when it is in operation, is located at a heat source and the other end at a 

10 cooler heat-removing medium the temperature of which is lower than the condens- 
ing point of the liquid inside the tube. Thus liquid is vaporized at the warm end of 
the tube and condensed at the cooler end. Gravity or capillary force causes the con- 
densed liquid to return to the warm end along the wall of the tube. The liquid and 
the quantity of the liquid are chosen according to the temperature range required. To 

15 enhance capillary flow, the inner surface of the tube may be coated with a suitable 
porous material. The heat transfer capacity of a heat pipe is very high as compared 
with conventional heat transfer plates or rods of equal size. 

U.S. patent document 5,699,227 discloses a heat pipe which has a threaded part at 
the end placed at the heat source. The threaded part is attached to a correspondingly 
20 threaded aperture in the cover plate of an integrated circuit. 

General description of the invention 

Now it has been invented a heat exchanger according to claim 1. The other claims 
define advantageous applications of the invention. 

A heat exchanger according to the invention comprises a heat pipe at one end of 
25 which, at least, there is an adjustable attachment part by means of which the total 
length of the heat pipe and attachment part can be varied. Through the attachment 
part heat is transferred from the heat source to the heat pipe or, correspondingly, 
from the heat pipe to the heat-removing medium. Due to the adjustable attachment 
part the distance between the heat source and the heat-removing medium may vary 
30 within certain limits while using one and the same heat exchanger. Preferably there 
are adjustable attachment parts at both ends of the tube. 
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In a preferred embodiment there are different-handed threads and attachment pieces 
suitable to them at the ends of the tube. Preferably the threads are found on the 
outer surface of the tube, but they may also be placed on the inner surface of a 
bushing attached to the end of the tube. 

5 The attachment piece may comprise a heat transfer surface, which is placed against 
the heat source or heat-removing medium, and which is greater than the cross- 
sectional area of the heat pipe. The heat transfer surface may be especially cross- 
directional in relation to the pipe. 

The adjustment margin may be e.g. 5 to 40 mm, such as 10 to 20 mm. 
10 Drawings 

The accompanying drawings depict heat exchangers according to the invention and 
their use in the cooling of a telecommunications equipment cabinet. 

Fig. 1 shows a heat exchanger. 

Fig. 2 shows a second heat exchanger. 

15 Fig. 3 shows a mounting rack and rear wall of a cabinet with a heat exchanger in- 
stalled therebetween. 

Detailed description of an embodiment 

The heat exchanger of Fig. 1 includes a straight heat pipe 1 with different-handed 
threads 2 and 3 on the outer surface of the ends of the pipe. Attachment pieces 4 
20 with counterthreads can be attached to the threads. The distance of the attachment 
pieces attached to the threads can be altered by turning the heat pipe. 

The attachment pieces 4 have a flat bottom 5 by which the pieces can be screwed 
onto the heat source or cooling medium. On the opposite side of the bottom there is 
a higher vertical protrusion 6 containing the counterthread. The length of the whole 
25 heat exchanger is thus variable. 

Various attachment pieces with suitable counterthreads can be attached to the 
threads 2 and 3 according to need. 

Instead of or in addition to screws, two-sided adhesive tape, which conducts heat 
well, can be used, for example, to attach the attachment pieces 4. 
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Due to adjustability, the attachment pieces 5 can be brought into a contact as tight 
as possible with the heat source and the cooling medium. Heat transfer is thus 
maximal. This way, larger tolerances can be used in the construction and installation 
of hardware, and one and the same heat exchanger will be suitable for even targets 
5 having slightly different nominal dimensions. 

The lengths of the threads and counterthreads are determined according to the ad- 
justment margin required, making sure, however, that the coupling always has a heat 
transfer surface large enough for the application. 

The heat exchanger of Fig. 2 has two heat pipes 1. 1 with different-handed threads 2 
10 and 3 at the ends of the pipes. The protrusion 6.1 in the attachment piece 4.1 has 
two parallel holes with counterthreads in oblique orientation relative to the bottom 
5.1. Thus the cooling end of the tube can be placed higher than the heating end and 
the condensed liquid will be returned to the heating end by gravity. The heat pipes 
further comprise gripping points 7, such as nuts, by which the pipes can be turned. 
15 In addition, the attachment pieces comprise vertical cooling fins 8. 

Fig. 3 shows a telecommunications equipment rack 9 with a rear wall 10 and side 
walls 1 1 between which components are installed and mounted onto the rear wall. 
When in operation, the components warm up and part of the warmth is transferred 
to the rack. Heat is evacuated from the components and rack by radiation and con- 

20 duction. Heat is conducted especially through air and, indeed, the cabinet includes a 
fan to circulate the air and to enhance the transfer of heat. The temperature allowed 
inside the cabinet may be e.g. 40 to 75 °C. To provide additional cooling, the rear 
wall of the mounting rack is connected through a heat exchanger 12 according to 
Fig. 2 to the rear wall 13 of the surrounding cabinet. In a normal mounting rack it is 

25 the rear wall that is the warmest part to which warmth is transferred through contact 
pins and circuit boards. The walls and frame of the cabinet provide a large cooling 
area. 

By using in the cabinet a heat exchanger according to the invention it is possible to 
reduce the power needed to circulate the air and, hence, the size of the blower 
30 equipment. Due to adjustability, the heat exchanger can be installed in an optimal 
contact even though the matching tolerances of the cabinet and rack are typically 
quite large (say, 10 to 20 mm). One and the same heat exchanger can be even used 
in mounting racks and cabinets of different standards. The size and quantity of the 
heat exchangers are determined according to the additional cooling power needed. 
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A suitable heat pipe diameter could be e.g. 5 to 50 mm, length 5 to 30 cm, and heat 
transfer capacity 5 to 300 W. Cabinet size could be e.g. 50 to 250 cm, depth 15 to 
70 cm and height 70 to 250 cm. 
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Claims 

1. A heat exchanger comprising a heat pipe (1) having at one end an attachment 
part to attach the heat pipe to a heat source and at the other end an attachment part 
to attach the heat pipe to a heat-removing medium, characterized in that the length 

5 of at least one attachment part (2, 4/4. 1; 3, 4/4. 1) of the heat pipe (1) is variable and 
it can be used to adjust the combined length of the heat pipe and attachment part. 

2. The heat exchanger of claim 1, wherein there is an adjustable attachment part 
(2, 4/4.1; 3, 4/4.1) at both ends of the heat pipe. 

3. The heat exchanger of claim 1 or 2, wherein there is a thread (2; 3) at the end 
10 of the heat pipe and a counterthread for it on the attachment part (4/4. 1 ; 5/5. 1). 

4. The heat exchanger of claims 2 and 3, wherein there are different-handed 
threads (2, 3) at the ends of the heat pipe. 

5. The heat exchanger of claim 3 or 4, wherein the thread (2; 3) is located on the 
outer surface of the end of the heat pipe. 

15 6. The heat exchanger of any one of claims 3 to 5, wherein the attachment piece 
has a bottom (5/5. 1) to be placed against a heat source or heat-removing medium on 
the other side of which there is a counterthread for the heat pipe thread (2; 3). 

7. The heat exchanger of claim 6, wherein the counterthread for the heat pipe 
thread (2; 3) is oblique in relation to the bottom (5). 

20 8. The heat exchanger of any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein there are a plurality 
of heat pipes at the ends of which there are common attachment parts (2, 5.1; 3, 
5.1). 

9. The heat exchanger of any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein the combined length 
of the heat pipe (1) and attachment parts (2, 4/4.1; 3, 4/4.1) can be varied by 5 to 

25 40 mm, such as 10 to 20 mm. 

10. A cabinet containing telecommunications equipment, wherein there is a 
mounting rack (9) for electronic components as well as walls (13) around the 
mounting rack, characterized in that to transfer heat from the mounting rack (9) to 
the walls (13) the cabinet contains a heat pipe at one end of which there is an at- 

30 tachment part (2, 4/4.1) to attach the heat pipe to the mounting rack (9), and at the 
other end of which there is an attachment part (3, 4/4.1) to attach the heat pipe to a 
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wall (13), and that at least one attachment part (2, 4/4. 1; 3, 4/4. 1) can be adjusted in 
order to vary the combined length of the heat pipe and attachment part. 

11. The cabinet of claim 10, wherein that end (2, 4/4.1) of the heat pipe which is 
attached to the mounting rack is lower than that end (3, 4/4. 1) which is attached to a 

5 wall. 

12. A method for cooling electronics equipment located in a closed space, wherein 
heat is transferred from the electronics equipment to a heat-removing medium 
through a heat pipe one end of which is attached by means of an attachment part to 
the electronics equipment and the other end by means of a second attachment part to 

10 the heat-removing medium, characterized in that a heat pipe is used in which at 
least one attachment part is adjustable in such a manner that the combined length of 
the heat pipe and attachment part can be varied. 
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